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"Literary Heritage" Topic for MLA 
The title for the special session on Hemingway at the 

MLA Conference in New York (December 27-30) is 
"Ernest Hemingway's Literary Heritage: Sources and 
Influences. " Robert W. Lewis, University of North 
Dakota, organized the session. selected the four paper s, 
and will moderate. 

Lewis's detailed description of the topic to MLA 
officials is interesting for its suggestions of Hemingway 
research yet to be done and is , therefore, publi she d here 
in part: 

The resea rch and criticism of Ernest H e ming \\a~ 's .. ark have 
matured . Rece nt hooks mark a welco me evo lution to those 
readers ~ho have witnessed or traced th e complex respo nse to 
Hemingwa y's work b~ginning with the contemporaneous book 
reviews. moving on to ohen impression istic and some tim es 
naive criti ca l essays. reaching critical maturit y with the first 
full.length works in the early fifties (at the time of th e virtua l 
conclusion of He mingway's own writing caree r), then sp readin g 
out into books and essa ys in thematics and ex pli ca tion in th e 
sixties, and ripening in the se venties with reOned s tudi es in 
stylistic!>, lingui stics, biography, bibli og rap h y. and te" tu a l 
studies. 

Contrary to a once common impression that man~ reade rs 
had (and that Hemingwa y himself inadve rt e nt I) fostered). he 
was not a "Dumb Ox." a mere reporter with a \oguish flair for 
hard·boiled subjects and a reticent style. He was. in fa ct. an 
omnivorous reader who borrowed ideas. chara ct e rs. sit uations. 
and eve n language from a wide assor tment of sources. He 
himself o nce wrote, " W riting about an ythin g actual was bad .... 
The only writing that was any good wa s ",·hat yo u mad e up. what 
} 'OU imagi ned. That made everything come tru e." 

Mi cha e l S. Reynolds recently wrote. "The vei n of psychoan. 
alytic exegesis has been overworked. The mi sleading thesis Ih a t 
Hemingwa y is always hi s o",' n protagoni st has littered the 
criti cal landsca pe with so much debri s that it will take another 
generation of critics to res tore the eco logy .... Hemingway's 
reading is as important to hi s IIrt as that of Coleridge: hi s textual 
revisions are as significant as those of Keat s." 

The man y recent books on Hemingway's reading. plus th e 
L e tters and a few previous studies such as Baker's Life 
( 1969) ... provide further and incont es tabl e e\' idence of an 
authorship typically combining both ex pe ri ential and Iiteraq 
origins. These books and the opening last Jul y o f the Hemingway 
Room in the John F. Kennedy Library in Bosto n. the greatest 
single Heming ..... a) re pository. occasions thi s proposa l. 

These resources will almost certainly stimulate a new wa\ e of 
scholarship, 8!1 evidenced by the four papers selected for the 
proposed sess ion. No similar meeting. either at MLA or 
elsewhere. ha s yet been held. 

The four panelists for the program and their titles 
are as follows: 

1. James Hinkle, San Diego State University, :.l.So urces 
for The Sun Also Rises." 

2. George Monteiro, Brown University, "Two Sets of 
Books, One Balance Sheet: ~Financing Finnegan.'" 
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3. Edward H. Stephenson, Canisius College, 
"Crane and Hemingway: For Better, For Worse." 

4. Max Westbrook, Univerity of Texas/ Austin, 
" H e mingway: the Summer of 1920." 

The re will also be a meeting of The Hemingway 
Soc iety and "probably" a dinner with a guest spea k e r. 

Hemingway W ork-in-Progress 
The following list of works-in-progress is a continua

tion of items li s ted in the January Newsletter. The 
H e mingwa y Societ) wi s he s to li s t books about 
Hemingway that are ei th e r about to be published or still 
in the writing stage or published by small presses. The 
purpose of the lis t is to provide an opportunity for 
b e tter c::ooperation among Hemingway scholars. The 
editor would appreciate knowing about other appropriate 
work s "in the mill" which co uld be listed in the January, 
1982, Newslelter. 

1. Haya shi, Tetsumaro. Steinbeck and Hemingway: 
Dissertation A bstracts and Research Opportunities. with 
Introdu ction by Warren French. Metuchen , N.J.: 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. , 1980. Dr. Hayashi has published 21 
books and 85 articles in Elizabethan or American 
lite rature, is professo r of English at Ball State, and is 
editor of the S teinbeck Quarterly and the Steinbeck 
Monograph Series . 

2. I\.1eyers, J e ffrey. Hemingway: The Critical Heritage. 
London: Routledge and Kegan Paul (Fall, 1981, publi
cation date). Contains a 75-page introduction, reprints 
of ]22 essays of criticism, an annotated bibliography, 
and ~~hundreds of notes." 

3. Stanton , Edward. Work-in-progress. Hemingway 
and Spain: The Undiscovered Country. 

Are You a Society Member? 
Membership in The Hemingway Society costs 

S10 a year (September·August) and includes sub · 
scriptions to The H em.ingway Review and to The 
H emingway Newsletter. Charter members are listed 
on page 3. For more information about or 
membership application to The Society, write: 

Paul Smith, President 
The He mingway Society 
Department of Engli sh 
Trinity College 
Hartford. CT 06106 

j 



Film Conference Attracts 75 to Boston 
Hemingway and film enthusiasts gathered at the 

Kennedy Library in Boston for a two-day conference 
May 19-20 titled"A Moving Picture Feast: The Filmgoer's 
Hemingway," 10 August, curator of the Hemingway 
Collection at the Kennedy, was conference director. 

Seven papers were delivered and twelve Hemingway 
films were shown for the 75 conferees. Here is a list of 
papers: UFilrning Novels," George Bluestone (Boston 
University); "Hemingway's Hollywood Paris: a Discussion 
of The Sun Also Rises," Hugh Ford (Trenton State 
College, NJ); uSoldier's Home: A Space Between," 
Marianne Knowlton {University of Lowell, Ma.}; 
~'Novelist v. Screenwriter: the Case for Casey Robinson's 
Adaptations of Hemingway Fiction, a discussion of The 
Macomber AJJair, The Snows oj Kilimanjaro, and Under 
My Skin," Gene D. Phillips, S. J. (Loyola University of 
Chicago)~ "Islands in the Stream and Hemingway's 
Bahamas Photographs," Allan Goodrich (Kennedy 
Library A-V Archivist); ~~Larding the Text: Problems in 
Filming The Old Man and the Sea," Linda Dittmar 
(University of Massachusetts / Boston); and ~'Hemingway 
and War in the Movies: a discussion of A Farewell to 
Arms, For Whom the Bell Tolls, Hemingway's Adven
tures oj a You.ng Man, The Snows oj Kilimanjaro, and 
The Spanish Earth," John Garrick (SI. Andrew's School, 
Middletown, De.) and Frank Laurence (Mississippi 
University for Women). 

The films shown were The Killers (1946). The 
Macomber Affair (1947), A Farewell to Arms (1932 and 
1957), The Spanish Earth (1937), The Snows of Kiliman
jaro (1952), Soldier's Home (1977), Hemingway's 
Adventures of A Young Man (1962), Under My Shin 
(1950), The Old Man and the Sea (1958), Islands in the 
Stream (1977), and The Sun Also Rises (1957). 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and Charles Scribner, 
Jr., were special guests at the conference, and Mr. 
Scribner presented the sixth annual Hemingway Award 
for the best first book of fiction by an American writer 
(see story below). 

Joan Silber Wins Hemingway Award 
The 1980 Ernest Hemingway Foundation Award of 

$6,000 was presented May 19 to Joan Silber for her novel, 
Hou~ehuld Wurd~. The Award, administered by PEN 
American Center and supported by the Hemingway 
Foundation, honors the best first book of fiction by an 
American writer for the year. 

The Award was made at the John F. Kennedy Library 
in Boston as part of the Hemingway Film Conference 
.\lay 18-19. A special award of 81,500 was given to Stuart 
Dybek for his first collection of short stories, Childhood 
and Other Neighborhoods. Judges for the award, which 
drew a record 210 nominations, were fiction writers 
Thomas lIf. Disch, Darcy O'Brien, and Anne Tyler. 
O'Brien, whose 1977 novel, A Way of Life, Like Any 
Other, won the third of the six annual awards, made the 
presentations. 

Other previous winners of the Hemingway Award are 
Loyd Little for Parthian Shot (1975), Renata Adler for 
Speedboat (1976), Reuben Bercovitch for Hasen (1978), 
and Alan Saper.stein for Mom Kills Kids and Self (1979). 
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Conference Scheduled for May, 1982 
Northeastern University, in cooperation with the 

Hemingway Society and the John F. Kennedy Library, 
will hos't a conference on Ernest Hemingway May 21-23, 
1982. Papers are invited for consideration on any aspect 
of Hemingway's life and work with specia l emp hasis on 
the new approaches made possible by the opening of the 
manuscript collection at the Kennedy Library. 

The deadline for submission of papers and proposals 
is December I, 1981. Write to Professor James Nagel. 
Department of English, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA. 02115. 

Hemingway Film Conference photos: upper lef4 Joan Silber is the 
winner of the S6.000 Hemingway Foundation a,",,'srd: lower leh, Erik 
Nakjavani, Univer si ty of Pittsburgh/Bradford; upper right, Charles 
Scribner, Jr., lert. presents the 8 1,500 "special" award to Stuart 
Dybek; lower right. a group picture in the auditorium at the Kennedy 
Library, where the conference W88 held. All photos were taken by 
Laurie Zwicky. reporter for the Lawrence. Ma., Eagle NewlJ. 

Here's An Idea for Hemingway Teachers 
A letter has been received by The Newsletter editor 

and by members of the Executive Committee that may 
be of general interest, especia lly to teachers of 
Hemingway. Frank Laurence of Mississippi University 
for Women has written, suggesting a special section of 
The Newslette r, perhaps an insert page, for distributing 
ideas abo ut the teaching of Hemingway. 

Laurence suggests that the special section cou ld contain 

material of interest and use to school and college teachers. 
Members of the Society wou ld contribute the material: 
descriptions of Hemingway courses. good anignments. 
successful theme topics, test questions, anecdotes about teaching 
Hemingway. I can think of short art,icles we might want to do 
about Hemingway in the classroom: for example, a report called 
"Freshman Hemingway," based on a review of a wide selection 
of anthologies used in Freshman Lit classes. 

I think it would be a very good thing for us to share what we 
know about teaching Hemingway ... 

Laurence further suggests we might offer prizes to high 
school and undergraduate college students for essays on 
Hemingway. 

No official decision about such a project has been 
made, but any News letter readers who think this a good 
idea or who would like to contribute further suggestions, 
please write to the editor. 

First Review Due October 1 
The fall issue of The Hemingway Relliewwill feature a 

lead article titled ~'Hemingway's Complex Values" by 
Richard . Gebhardt, Findlay (Oh.) College, arguing 
Hemingway's affirmation of human values. The ex
panded issue will also contain an interesting response to 
the proposal for a definitive ed ition made by ~1ichael 
Reynolds and Scott Donaldson at MLA last December 
and published in the spring Hemingway notes,plus 
Jackie Tavernier-Courbin's description of Hemingway's 
Paris notebooks. The issue will be published October 1 
and numbered Volume I, Number 1. 



NCTE Offers Hemingway Workshop 
A one-day workshop on ~'Hemingway in the Classroom" 

is scheduled Thanksgiving weekend in Boston at the 
annual confere nce of the National Council of Teachers 
of Engli sh (NCTE). Professor Bruce Stark , Univeristy of 
Wisconsin/Mliwaukee~ is coordinating the program . 

The morning session will be d evo ted to di scu ssion of 
teaching approaches to H emingway with each of four 
leaders offering 15-20 minute papers on their own 
method of teaching a particular H emingway work, 
followed b y general discuss ion of other approaches to 
that work. The afternoon session will be h eld at th e 
Hemingway Room of the Kenned y Library. Jo August, 
curator of the Hemingway collection, will d escribe for 
t he high school and co llege teach e r s what is available in 
the collection and how to use it. 

Society Executive Committee Meets 
Several ite m s of business were acted upon at the 

Executive Committee meeting of Th e ~ociety at its 
February 20 m eeting in New York. Besides decisions on 
topics for the NCTE meeting at Thanksgiving and the 
MLA m eeting at Christmas (see stories e lsewh e re in this 
issue), other item s of busin ess included the following: 

1. Scott Donaldso n wa s named chairman of the 
Nomination s Co mmittee and will b e assisted b y one 
member of the Executive Committee whose term of 
office is about to expire and one other Socie ty memb e r. 
Mike Reynold s will serve with Donaldson this year. 

2. The id ea of having a comm emorati ve s tamp for 
H e min gway was discussed; no action was take n , but an 
official proposa l has been made and a response received 
from the U.S. Postal Service. We have been placed on the 
C itizen's Stamp Advisor y Committee's "agenda." 
(Czechoslovakia has one!) 

3. It is necessary for an organization to b e in ex iste n ce 
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for two years before it can affiliate with MLA. 
4. It was d ecided that charter membe rs (see list , page 

3) will be guaranteed·the original membership fee (510) 
for th e duration of their membe r ship in the Society. 
The memb e rship includes subscriptions to The 
Hemingway Review and The Hemingway Newsletter. 

S. It was determined that the two-year members of the 
Executive Committee will be Mike Reynold s and Linda 
Wagner. 

6. 10 August announced that she is considering a 
work shop/ confere n ce for secondary and co mmunity 
coll ege teachers in 1983 on the use of the H emin gway 
Collection in their classrooms. 

Another Hemingway Myth? 
Here is a letter from a Texas reade r of Hemingway 

notes trying to sub sta ntiate or r epudiate a story he once 
heard about Hemingway and his ~~antics" in a cafe along 
old U.S. 66 near Santa F e during the summer of 1952. I 
can not su b sta ntiate the story from any of the obvious 
sources; can anyone? 

Once in New Mexico. we stopped at a cafe/ motel on U.S. 66 
(o ld ) and met a lady who claimed that Hemingway had sta yed at 
her place fo r a few wee k s during the time he wa s doing The Old 
Man and Ih eSea. She said he'd been re ferred by fri endsat Santa 
Fe, who told him he could have peace and qu ite good food at her 
place: th e pie was quite good . homemade. 

She launched into a description of hi s antics th e re that was 
beyo nd be lief: he pinched th e Indian girls. th ey had to avoid 
him; he wa s gruH with his wife, and all felt sorry for her; he was 
na sty and cru e l to th e boy . so n. and all who obse rved hated him 
for it. He would sit in the shade outside and write. 

Later when he sent hera copy o f Old Man . she didn't open the 
packa ge for years, she was 80 disgusted with him. 

We've since tried to obtain more data. I've sea rched the Bake r 
b iography. Is it all possible? It's the 80 rt of s ide not e that really 
is intri guin g; is it a loca l myth made up for touri sts. ha s an yo ne 
ever heard o f such a thing? 1 wond e r if you kno w or could find 
out? 
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